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McArthur Chism: Oxford’s legally blind artist

PHOTO BY: SHELICE BENSON

Glendora native McArthur Chism holds a birdhouse that he made out of bottle caps. Chism, who is legally blind, creates artwork using wire, bottle caps and pliers. He uses bottle caps for his artwork because he can feel their
texture.
ter, Chism is accomplishing a backwoods flair.
art, something that became
Chism continues to gain
AUSTIN HILLE
the improbable.
“It’s something I just evidently clear to him when notoriety throughout the
thedmnews@gmail.com
Chism is a reputable art- picked up on my own,” he was first approached by a state, even obtaining a
grant from the Mississippi
ince 1958, Glendo- ist with a signature style of Chism said. “My first thing I dealer about his pieces.
“She seen it. She said, Arts Commission to continra native McArthur making everyday things out made was a vase. My mothChism has been mak- of wire and bottle caps. He er had some vases made out ‘What can I get for the ue his work and represent
is also legally blind.
of bottle caps ... Since then, house?’ I said, ‘$15.’ She the state in the arts.
ing things with his hands.
With a pair of pliers and a whenever I think of some- said, ‘Oh no. You ain’t get“It helped me with my
As a young boy, he had
poor eyesight and little large amount of thick wire, thing, I sit there and draw ting enough for your work.’ work,” Chism said. “They
And I said, ‘Well, then let wanted me to do a little
money in his pocket, so the Chism folds shapes and ob- it, then put it together.”
While he treats his work me make them and you sell traveling for my work afarts never seemed to be a vi- jects into life with a series
able path for him, but as he of precise modifications. as sort of a hobby, simply them,’” Chism said. “I really ter getting the grant, but it
spends his days in the Ox- He then covers the surface working on items in his don’t know how (she heard brought me the stuff that
ford Rehab and Health Cen- of each work with different spare time, he certainly about my work) ... She just
SEE ARTIST PAGE 3
colored bottle caps to give it considers all his work to be showed up to my house.”

S

Faculty addresses campus’ ongoing feral cat issue
ANA MARTINEZ

thedmnews@gmail.com

For the last 15 years,
several university faculty
members have dwindled
the number of feral cats on
campus from nearly 200 to
around 40.
These cats, wild and potentially disease-carrying,
are caught, spayed or neutered and returned or relocated.
A small group of Ole Miss
faculty founded Feral University Rebel Rescuers in
April 2002 when the cam-

pus cat population was
high.
Founding member Lisa
Hartman said the group
came together after school
administration announced
a plan to trap and euthanize the 200 homeless cats.
“Back then, I would notice as I would move around
campus that there were kitty cats all over the place.
They were not domesticated,” Hartman said.
“I felt sorry for these little cats and started feeding
two or three of them.”

Hartman said she felt
there was a more humane
way to handle the university’s cat problems.
After some research,
Hartman said she learned
universities
everywhere
had the same issue as Ole
Miss.
She found a humane
method of trapping, neutering and returning stray
cats on campus.
This “TNR” strategy is
the framework of FURR’s
work. Staff adviser Natascha Techen said taking

care of stray cats goes beyond leaving food and water out.
“A lot of people that live
in apartment complexes
see a stray cat and they feel
bad for them, so they’ll put
out food,” Techen said.
“It’s really nice, but people need to get them fixed
because if they put out food
the cats will come back and
mate, even if it’s winter.”
Hartman and FURR capture cats on campus and
take them to local veterinarians for treatment in-

cluding spaying or neutering.
If a veterinarian determines the cat is disease-free but feral, FURR
releases the cat to where it
was found.
A feral cat is a cat raised
without human interaction,
so these cats can pose a
threat to a curious cat lover.
FURR takes the non-feral
cats to an adoption center.
Biology major and FURR

SEE CATS PAGE 3
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Connecting Black History Month to modern times

COLUMN

DANIEL PAYNE

thedmopinion@gmail.com

As we go into Black History
Month during such a politically tense time in America,
I believe there are some lessons we can all learn from the
past. Now should be a time
of introspection; we should
consider the heroes of the
civil rights movement and

what we can learn about following their examples.
I recently got to attend a
protest against the immigration ban, and it opened my
eyes to the ways in which the
past repeats itself. On the first
day of Black History Month,
a group of people marched in
the street for the the rights of
other humans who are being
trampled by the legal system.
While I do not know that
this movement will be remembered in the same way
that Martin Luther King Jr.’s
is, I do think there are parallels we can draw.
The first, and perhaps most
important, parallel is the
idea that these marches are
not needed or are causing
too much of a stir for such a
“small problem.”
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Many took this stance
during the civil rights movement, thinking that the protesters should be happy with
the rights they were given,
even if there was remaining
inequality.
When we think of protests
this way, it often means we do
not understand the struggle
of others fully enough to empathize with their situation
and understand why they feel
they must go to the streets
as a call for action. Often, we
simply do not understand
one another, and we need to
take more time to consider
the thoughts and feelings of
those around us.
Another key point of our
introspection should be the
way history will see us. Many
Americans who witnessed

the horrors of the injustices
of the black population in the
U.S. are questioned by us today: why did you not act to
save the basic rights of these
humans? Why did you make
yourselves complicit in the
systematic crimes of a nation?
If we are not careful, we
will be lulled into the same
indictment from future generations. Perhaps considering the objective views of our
children and grandchildren
will help sort our ethical dilemmas.
The final introspection that
should come from contemplating black history should
be action. How can we make
the world a more just place?
Maybe it means listening
more than talking.

Maybe it means donating
to the ACLU, NAACP, Charity: Water or many other
charities to end inequality.
It could even mean going
to the streets and joining the
calls for justice.
There is still much work
to do in the fight for what is
right among people of different races, sexual orientations
and nationalities, and while
many are divided on issues of
American politics, we should
all be willing to look within ourselves for how we can
make our country and world
a more equitable place.
Daniel Payne is a
freshman integrated
marketing communications
major from Collierville,
Tennessee.
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CATS

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

I needed like my wire and
paint.”
Chism hopes to obtain a
second grant to continue
his work sometime in the
near future, and fully supports the Mississippi Arts
Commission as an instrumental facet of the state as
a whole.
Chism spends most of his
time now in the rehab center assembling new items
to be sold to art galleries
or whomever may be interested in buying. The walls
of his small room are lined
with his most recent creations, ranging anywhere
from birdhouses to a napkin holder.
Chism said his eyesight
has never been a problem
when it comes to his work.
“I was born with bad
eyes,” Chism said. “I can
see my way around, though.
I have trouble reading or
watching TV, which actually doesn’t bother me as
long as I stay close to the
TV... I’m able to feel my way
around and make things
pretty easily now.”
Southside Gallery is currently exhibiting a variety
of Chism’s work on the second floor.

president Tobi Ku said the
growing program now uses
faculty and staff foster
homes for non-feral cats
waiting for adoption.
“Sometimes we’d find cats
on campus who were not
feral but very sociable, and
they could be adopted out,”
Ku said.
“Whenever that happens,
we want to make sure that
they have homes and that
they’re not just wandering
around. It’s always better
for the environment and for
the cats to be safer with an
owner.”
Students like Ku run the
organization, even though
faculty members led the
group’s initial effort.
The university recognized
FURR as a student organization in November 2002
and sanctioned its TNR program on campus.
Student
members
of
FURR also raise funds to
promote the importance of
neutering and spaying pets.

Feral cat population: Then vs. now
200

150

100

50

0

2002

2017

GRAPHIC BY: MARISA MORRISSETTE
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‘Beware the Slenderman’ documentary chills and disturbs
MCKENNA WIERMAN

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

He can be anywhere from
6 to 12 feet tall. He can teleport, has long tentacle-like
arms and no face. He always
wears a black suit, and he
preys on children.
These days, it’s hard to run
across anyone who hasn’t
heard of the infamous Slenderman, a creature created
in 2009 by creepypasta user
Eric Knudsen, also known
as “Victor Surge.” Knudsen created the character
for a Photoshop contest to
make everyday photos appear paranormal. It didn’t
take long for the Slenderman to gain a tremendous
following all over the internet, resulting in fan fiction
stories, fan art, cosplay and
fake “sightings” and photo
evidence of the tall, mysterious and faceless man.
It was all in good fun at
first. Who doesn’t enjoy a
good scary story?
But then it went too far.
HBO’s new documentary, “Beware the Slenderman,” tells the story of two
12-year-old girls who, in
2014, stabbed their friend
19 times in the woods of
Waukesha, Wisconsin, to
prove their allegiance to the
Slenderman.
In May 2014, Morgan
Geyser and Anissa Weier
were having a slumber party with their friend Payton
“Bella” Leutner. The morning after the sleepover, the
girls asked Weier’s mother
if they could go to play at
their local park. The girl’s
mother agreed, unaware
her daughter had tucked
away a kitchen knife in her
coat. Hours later, Leutner’s
body was discovered on the
side of the road near the
woods, and she was rushed
to the hospital to be treated
for her stab wounds.
Geyser and Weier were
picked up near Interstate
94 by the Waukesha County
sheriff’s deputy. In the interrogation tapes featured
in the documentary, we see

Geyser and Weier immediately after the attack, expressing some remorse for
their actions but explaining
the attack the same way any
12-year-old might speak
about getting in trouble for
missing a homework assignment or being caught doing
what she knew she wasn’t
supposed to be doing.
It’s a chilling story to say
the least; how could two
12-year-olds plot to murder
their friend after a birthday
party sleepover? How could
they lure her into a local
park’s restroom and knock
her unconscious, then lead
her to the woods and brutally attack her with a kitchen
knife? How could they have
believed the legend of Slenderman?
The documentary, directed by Irene Taylor Brodsky,
explores the lives of both
the suspects in what has
been
infamously
been
dubbed as “The Slenderman
Stabbing,” before and after
the event, as well as the origins of Slenderman’s almost
disturbing cult following.

The film goes in depth, uncovering the the truth behind how the legend of the
Slenderman could manifest
itself so vividly in the minds
of the girls to where they
could leave their friend for
dead in the woods and could
still believe in the creature’s
existence.
“Beware the Slenderman”
doesn’t help to justify the
actions of the girls, but it
does offer some explanation
as to how the crime could
have occurred and how
there are more factors to
explore than what is commonly chalked up to poor or
negligent parenting and too
much time on the internet.
In an interview with Geyser’s parents, she is described as a very strong and
independent-minded
girl
who worried her parents
when she didn’t cry or otherwise react emotionally in
the movie “Bambi” when
the mother deer is shot.
Ultimately, we learn Morgan’s father suffers form
schizophrenia, and Morgan
herself has been diagnosed

with childhood schizophrenia, which explains her daytime hallucinations and
delusions about the Slenderman.
Meanwhile, Weier’s parents struggle with the difficult reality that their daughter conceived to murder her
friend right under their noses. Anissa was somewhat of
a social outcast who sought
companionship in the weird
world of the internet on
websites like creepypasta,
where she came across the
story of the Slenderman.
She grew enamored by the
character, and after showing it to her friend Morgan,
came to the conclusion that
she and Morgan needed
to kill someone in order to
prove their allegiance to
the Slenderman and protect
their families from being
harmed by him. The documentary discusses how
Anissa displays signs of a
delusional disorder or the
inability to distinguish what
is real from what is reality.
Ultimately, this film takes
a deeper look at what the

PHOTO COURTESY: HBO

combination of mental illness, adolescent social isolation and the “friendly”
companionship of the internet can do to a young mind.
Viewers are forced to wonder: Could this crime have
been prevented? Can the
fantasy that grows on the
web be resisted? And who is
really to blame for this terrible crime?
“Beware the Slenderman”
puts into perspective the
lives of three girls whose
lives were changed forever
because of a tall, lanky, faceless man who walks through
nightmares and steals the
lives of children. Only this
time, the lives he stole were
not merely fan fictions on
a scary story website. They
were the lives of Morgan
Geyser and Anissa Weier,
who would have killed their
best friend to be accepted
into the cold tentacle-like
arms of the Slenderman.
And what’s most chilling
about this documentary is
that the story it tells could
happen to anyone.

LIFESTYLES
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THIS WEEK IN OXFORD
FEB.6-FEB.11

MONDAY
8:30 a.m. - Yoga in the
Gallery - The UM Museum
7 p.m. - Cards Against
Humanity - The Growler
8 p.m. - Hiss Golden
Messenger - Proud Larry’s

FRIDAY
7:30 p.m. - “The Foreigner”
by Larry Shue - Powerhouse
8 p.m. - Anne Freeman & The
Garbage Sons - Proud Larry’s
9 p.m. - Elephante - The Lyric

TUESDAY
5:30 p.m. - 5th Annual
Princess Ball - The Jefferson
7:30 p.m. - Faure Quartett The Ford Center

WEDNESDAY
5:00 p.m. - Amor Towles with
“A Gentleman in Moscow” - Off
Square Books
7 p.m. - SoulScripts - Chi
Omega House

SATURDAY
10 a.m . - Electronics for Artists:
LED Workshop - Powerhouse
11 a.m. - Your Special Day:
A Collection of Oxford’s Finest
Wedding Vendors - Powerhouse
2 p.m. - Frances McEwen Library
Show - Oxford-Lafayette Public
Library
5 p.m . - Ole Miss basketball versus
Auburn - The Pavilion
8 p.m. - E-Meters, Bad Cologne Proud Larry’s

THURSDAY
6 p.m. - Michael Farris Smith
with “Desperation Road” - Off
Square Books
7 p.m. - Anne Tucker with
“William Eggleston, Not
Southern?” - The UM Museum
7:30 p.m. - “The Foreigner”
by Larry Shue - Powerhouse

SPORTS
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Five takeaways from win against Vanderbilt
SAM HARRES

thedmsports@gmail.com

On Saturday, the Ole Miss
Rebels put together a convincing 81-74 win against
SEC opponent Vanderbilt.
Led by Deandre Burnett and
Terrence Davis with 17 points
a piece, the Rebels followed
up a poor first half with a
stellar second, in which they
went 7-9 from behind the
arc. Strong performances
from Tyree and Saiz also
contributed heavily as many
Ole Miss fans optimistically
look ahead to next month.
Here are five takeaways from
the win:
Sebastian Saiz
continues to dominate
the boards.
Against Vanderbilt, Saiz
recorded his SEC-leading
16th double-double. Averaging more than 11 rebounds
and 15 points per game, Saiz

has proved himself an invaluable asset to the young and
somewhat undersized Rebels.
Saturday was no exception,
as Saiz put up an impressive
16 rebounds and 10 points.
Limiting turnovers is
key.
Head coach Andy Kennedy
has preached the gospel of
turnovers all season. Game
after game, the Rebels consistently turn the ball over more
than any team in the SEC.
That trend, however, has begun to shift. In each of the
past three games, Ole Miss
has turned the ball over fewer
than 10 times.
Breein Tyree has finally
arrived.
Stefan Moody’s offseason
departure left some pretty big
shoes for the Rebels to fill this
year. Kennedy needed a point
guard who could control games

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS

Breein Tyree runs downcourt during a game earlier this season. Tyree, with big shoes to fill as Stefan Moody departed this
past offseason, has started showing promise, including his 20-point performance against No. 5 Baylor.
and create opportunities. Enter
Tyree. The 6-foot-2-inch freshman from New Jersey had a
slow start but looks to finally
be heating up. After a 20-point
showing against No. 5 Baylor,
Tyree put up 11 on Vanderbilt
and recorded just a single turnover.
Cullen Neal and Deandre Burnett are starting
to click.

from Miami, also saw slow starts
to their 2016-2017 season. The
two have started stepping up
lately, and the Rebels are reaping the benefits. Neal, whose father coaches at the University of
New Mexico, distributes the ball
as well as anyone, and Burnett
has risen to No. 5 in the SEC in
points-per-game with 16.9. The
pair of juniors will need to stay
hot if the Rebels hope to play in
March.

Neal, a transfer from New
Mexico, and Burnett, a transfer

NCAA Tournament
hopes are alive...barely.
Speaking of postseason
play, Ole Miss may still have
a chance, albeit a slim one,
of making the NCAA Tournament. Huge games against
Arkansas, South Carolina and
Tennessee loom large as the
Rebels hope to make a late
push. If Kennedy’s men can
pull out a couple big wins,
there’s no reason Ole Miss
fans shouldn’t be looking forward to March Madness.

SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE

SUDOKU©

Puzzles by KrazyDad
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

NOVICE

SPORTS
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SEC Hoops power rankings
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE

1.

2.

3.

FLORIDA

SOUTH CAROLINA

KENTUCKY

What this team did to Kentucky on
Saturday night was a statement, to
say the least. For most of this season,
it’s looked like Kentucky then everyone else in the SEC. But Michael
White’s team had other ideas.

5.

The intriguing thing about John
Calipari’s teams each year is how he
manages to get all that talent to gel into
one unit. So far this year, he hasn’t quite
been able to do that. De’Aaron Fox
and Malik Monk are probably the best
guard tandem in college basketball, but
right now the Wildcats look like an allstar team in the sense the chemistry is
not there, at least not yet.

6.
ARKANSAS

Razorbacks lost to a 5-16 Missouri
team this weekend. No word yet on
if they are allowed to continue their
season or not.

9.
GEORGIA

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in
advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when
school is in session except during the summer session which is Thursdays.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $0.50 per word

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL • 662.915.5503
CONDO FOR SALE

APARTMENT FOR RENT

FLEUR DE LIS CONDO

LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/D included. No
pets. 1 year lease. Quiet atmosphere.
Deposit required. Call (662)234-0000

2-BR, 2.5-BA Beautiful Hardwood
floors, tile, granite, stainless appliances. Call Rosemary Windham, RE/
MAX Legacy Realty 1windham1@
gmail.com (662)816-3741

There isn’t a ton of talent on this roster currently, but Rick Barnes has this
team playing hard and as a cohesive
unit right now. The Vols had a setback
over the weekend at Mississippi State,
but they’re one of the best teams in this
league when things are clicking.

8.
OLE MISS

Andy Kennedy has got to be wondering
where this guard play has been. Deandre
Burnett and Cullen Neal finally looked like
the tandem he thought he was getting in
the win over Vanderbilt on Saturday. The
Rebels notched another RPI Top 50 win
but are still looking for that one signature
victory.

GO TO THE
DMONLINE.COM
FOR MORE SEC
HOOPS POWER
RANKINGS

To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run

7.

ALABAMA

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION

TENNESSEE

Frank Martin and the Gamecocks
are going to end the program’s NCAA
Tournament drought this season in all
likelihood, and they’re technically in
first place in the SEC at 9-1 with a win
over Florida and the lone loss to Kentucky. But I still give the edge to Florida
and UK over them right now based on
the eye test.

One of the perennial bubble teams
in the SEC, the Tide struggles to score
the basketball. Avery Johnson’s got
some talent on the way, but for now
this team is likely NIT bound, and a
stretch against South Carolina and
Kentucky back-to-back doesn’t make
things much easier.

This team just can’t seem to put a complete game together. The Dawgs took
Kentucky to overtime on Tuesday then
faded down the stretch at South Carolina this weekend. If J.J. Frazier and Yante
Maten don’t put up huge offensive numbers, Georgia struggles to find offense
elsewhere.

4.

HOUSE FOR RENT
HOUSE NEXT TO SQUARE Super
Cute House for Rent 1 block from
Square. 3 Bed/2 bath. Avail Aug 1.
$2250/ mo. $1200 deposit. Call 8160268. Serious inquires only

AUBURN
This team has survived some injuries and a sluggish start to SEC play
and got a big win over Alabama on
Saturday. Bruce Pearl quietly has
the Tigers at 15-8 with some work to
do but a puncher’s chance at getting
in the NCAA Tournament.

SPORTS
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Johnson ready to fill big shoes behind the plate
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com

Freshman catcher Cooper Johnson sat in his locker
at Swayze Field Friday and
paused for a second to reflect
on his journey to Ole Miss at
this point.
“I was just thinking, it’s been
since my sophomore year (of
high school) that I’ve been waiting for this opening day,” Johnson said. “I committed, then I
signed my letter of intent, then
I ended up coming on campus.
When you look back, it doesn’t
feel like a long time, but if you
look at it day-by-day, it seems
like a long time, but it has flown
by. I am so ready. It’s two weeks
away, and I’m jumping out of
my pants.”
Johnson was one of the
lynchpins of a historic recruiting class head coach Mike Bianco reeled in 2016 with the standard 11.5 scholarships and not
lottery program, making it all
the more remarkable. The class
came in with a lot of buzz and
many lofty expectations.
“Coach B is really great about
telling us to live in the moment. Live today. Don’t think
about Feb. 17,” Johnson said.
“Think about today and what is
at hand. Be in your shoes right
now. When we came in, we all
knew it was going to be a really
good class. But once we stepped
on the field and saw everyone
actually perform, everyone’s
eyes kind of widened a bit, and
we thought, ‘We’ve got a special
team.’”
Even Johnson was surprised

FILE PHOTO

Head coach Mike Bianco speaks with Henri Lartigue and Brady Bramlett during a
game last season. Freshman catcher Cooper Johnson has big shoes to fill; Ole Miss
has a history of good catchers, including Bianco and Lartigue, who was drafted by the
Philadelphia Phillies last year.
that each piece of this prized
class showed up to campus,
electing not to turn pro. They all
had a group message together
in high school, keeping in touch
and discussing the future. But
as the draft got closer, the chatter faded.
“Completely surprised, man,”
Johnson said. “Looking at it,

we were always in contact. We
had a GroupMe, which is an
app where you can put a bunch
of guys into a group chat, and
we’d type into that when we
could, catching up on each other. But once it came closer to
that draft period time, things
kind of got a little more silent
because everyone was working

out. We weren’t all really sure
who was coming, who was going, and there was about four or
five guys where I was thinking,
‘I don’t really know if they are
going to show up on campus.’
I think it was definitely a question for a number of guys, but
we are blessed to have them
all down, because it makes our
team that much better.”
For Johnson, it was relief
more than anything when he
got to campus. He no longer
had the talk of money, agents,
draft stock and so many other
things that come with professional baseball cluttering his
18-year-old mind. It was a process that grew tiring.
“It humbles you,” he said.
“There are a lot of really talented players that are better than
myself, players better than everyone out here. It’s definitely
a humbling experience. It’s taxing. It’s tiring, and it’s even annoying at some points, but it’s
just the way it goes.”
Now that he’s on campus
and preparing for his first full
college season–one in which
he will be the starting catcher
for the Rebels–the only thing
on his mind is the simple game
he’s been playing since he could
walk.
“I’m so glad to be over with
that. For so long in high school,
I had to go out and travel here
and there and play for myself
because you’re showcasing
your skills,” Johnson said. “It’s
a beautiful thing that I’m a part
of now, with all these 35 other
guys, that I’m on a team. I get to
play with a team. I’m not play-

ing for myself.”
With the grind that is preparing for the MLB draft in the
distance, Johnson was able to
relax this fall while adjusting to
the college game.
“The fall was the most fun
I’ve had playing baseball in so
long because I got to play with
a bunch of other teammates
and be around a bunch of great
guys. I wasn’t pressing to hit–I
was just going out and enjoying
myself every day I came to the
ballpark and having fun.”
Johnson and freshman shortstop Grae Kessinger are two
guys from this class who Bianco
has confirmed will start opening day, and there will likely be
a couple more.
“If we didn’t think they could
handle it, we wouldn’t put them
there. There’s enough depth
and enough talent on the field
that they’ve earned that right,”
Bianco said.
But catcher in particular is
a position of great pressure on
this team. Ole Miss has a history
of good catchers. In fact, three
coaches on its staff are former
catchers, including Bianco.
With so many great players who
have played this position before
him, Johnson understands the
pressure but also embraces it.
“It’s a grind,” he said. “Our
coaches are on us constantly in
the pen. They expect us to do
just as much work as the pitchers are doing, because when
you’re catching those pens and
your pitcher knows that you’re
working for him, he has more
confidence in that 0-2 curveball
that he needs to spot up.”
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